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UN: CO2 emissions from building
and construction hit new high, 

leaving sector off track to
decarbonize by 2050

2Source: UN, https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/co2-emissions-buildings-and-construction-hit-new-high-leaving-sector

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/co2-emissions-buildings-and-construction-hit-new-high-leaving-sector


In 2021, the buildings and construction sector accounted for around 37% of 
energy- and process-related CO2 emissions – carbon sink efforts with huge impact
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Source: UN Environment Programme, Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction, 2022 GLOBAL STATUS REPORT FOR BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report



EU Green Deal: EU and national governments recognize role of building 
industry in the fight against global warming
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Source: UN Environment Programme, Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction, 2022 GLOBAL STATUS REPORT FOR BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report
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Wood as the solution to the CO2 
challenge of the building industry
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The industry already meets many of the requirements of 
environmental policy initiatives and regulations

Circularity
(cascaded use of wood)

Carbon sink effect

Wood is a sustainable raw 
material by nature

Building with woodInitiatives

European Green Deal & New European Bauhaus

Products meeting new 
sustainable building regulations

Euro-Mat CEO Summit Source: EPF



Wood serves as a natural carbon dioxide storage and makes a 
significant contribution to climate protection
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• Using 1m3 of wood as a building material can 
reduce CO2 emissions from fossil fuels by up to 
1.1t

• A single-family house binds approx. 12-30t CO2.

• 300 million tonnes (10% to 20%) of 
CO2 reduced emissions in Europe if full 
potential of wood (sink and substitution effects) 
were to be used in buildings 

Wood as a building material

as a central component for 

the climate of the future

Euro-Mat CEO Summit Source: EPF



Wood-based materials and timber construction as an example 
of an almost perfect circular economy
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• One industry's "waste" is another's raw material

• 43% of particleboard is now made from recycled 
wood

• 33% of particleboard originates from industrial 
by-products

• => Only 24 % of the biomass for particleboard 
comes from roundwood1)

The cascade of wood

has a great importance for 

the circular economy

Euro-Mat CEO Summit Source: EPF
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Industry challenges

Wood availability

Understanding of the 
upcoming legislation

Constant social change
Further regulations on 

forest use
Other further technical 

and chemical regulations

Availability of special 
additives

Lack of supranational 
standardization

Fight for the material use 
of wood

High energy costs
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SWISS KRONO not only wants to 
participate in the topics of 

sustainability and green deal, but to 
be a key driver
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From the natural raw material 
wood to high-quality products: 
We develop materials made of 
wood for the global market so 
that you can design attractive 
living spaces at an excellent 
price-performance ratio.

SWISS KRONO Group in a nutshell

Employees >5.000 Supplied
countries >120EST. 1966 Plants 10

Building Materials

Interiors

Flooring

Trainees >90

Euro-Mat CEO Summit 11



Euro-Mat CEO Summit 12

Global leader in 
circular building materials for living

spaces
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As preferred partner we enable our customers to grow 
with green building materials.



Example of Innovative products and solutions at SWISS KRONO Group
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COREPEL
the first waterproof 

design floor

OSB Magnumboard
wooden building system

for healthy living in 
ecological solid wood

construction

BE.VELVET
the super-soft 
anti-fingerprint

surface

BE.YOND
the wood chipboard

with a bio-based
adhesive system
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• SWISS KRONO binds 6 million t of CO2 in its 
products each year

• The majority of the raw materials used are 
renewable

• SWISS KRONO only uses wood from certified forests

Renewable
raw materials

Euro-Mat CEO Summit
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• SWISS KRONO is continuously working on the 
reduction of fossil-based raw materials and investing 
in recycled wood utilization

• SWISS KRONO reduces waste through innovative 
process optimization

• SWISS KRONO participates in research projects on 
the recyclability of building materials

Sustainable
products

Euro-Mat CEO Summit
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• SWISS KRONO already operates biomass energy 
plants at all European locations

• Investments are made to further substitute gas for 
heat and power generation

• Energy efficiency programs are implemented at 
every production site

Renewable 
energies & 

energy efficiency

Euro-Mat CEO Summit
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• SWISS KRONO periodically conducts an assessment of 
CO2 emissions

• The guiding principle and benchmark for SWISS 
KRONO's CO2 reduction strategy are the agreements 
of international associations such as the European 
Green Deal

Reduction of
CO2 emissions

Euro-Mat CEO Summit



Further information about SWISS KRONO‘s efforts can be found in the ESG 
Report soon to be published
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Summary
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• Need to act: Buildings and construction sector accounts for around 37% of energy- and 
process-related CO2 emissions – carbon sink efforts with huge impact

• Building with wood as the solution to the carbon sink challenge 

• SWISS KRONO not only wants to participate in the topics of sustainability and green 
deal, but to be a key driver as global leader in circular building materials for living 
spaces
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